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Welcome to the second gathering of the Global Forum of Theological
Educators!

The GFTE is designed to cultivate mutual learning, encounter, and
dialogue among leaders in theological education from the six major
Christian ecclesial families: Evangelical, Historic Protestant, Independent,
Orthodox, Pentecostal and Roman Catholic. Participants at this, the
second meeting of the GFTE, come from all parts of the world.

Participants. Although all participants come from institutions or
organizations related to theological education, we are gathering as
individuals and not as institutional representatives. We will share times of
worship, prayer, Bible study, and presentations followed by table
conversations on the education of Christian leaders. We will learn from
our varied stories in theological education.

Methodology. The major methodological strategy for this conference is
plenary presentations followed by sharing in table groups, with each
table group including representatives from different Christian ecclesial
families. Because all participants are experts in one or another area of
theological education, plenary speakers will not take the majority of the
time available and will use their presentations to introduce and
encourage discussion. The table discussions will provide opportunity for
broad dialogue on current visions and practices of theological education.
The final session will be devoted to identifying what has been heard
throughout these days. Following the meeting, a summary report will be
prepared and shared with participants. This methodology assumes that
the wisdom in the meeting belongs to all the participants, not a group of
plenary leaders.

Sessions. Each day will begin with worship and prayer, followed by Bible
study and conversation at tables. The thematic sessions will focus on issues
we all face in theological education and formation for ministry, seen
through the experience and wisdom of different Christian families and
different locations. Each session will include opportunity for conversation
with colleagues from different ecclesial families.

Outcomes. The hoped for results of learning and listening beyond the
boundaries of regional and confessional networks, of praying and
studying together, and of being open to the work of the Holy Spirit will
be increased trust, ongoing mutual dialogue, new friends, and new
partners of cooperation among leaders of Christian formation and
theological education.
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Monday, May 20

Arrivals
Welcoming Convener: Lester Ruiz
19:00 Welcome from the Orthodox Academy of Crete

20:00 Evening meal

Tuesday, May 21
7:30-9:00 Breakfast available

Morning Convener: David Esterline
9:00 Welcome and Morning Prayers

Led by participants in the Roman Catholic and Independent
traditions

9:30 Session One Havilah Dharamraj

Genesis 12-20—What does Abraham learn on the road?

10:45 Break
11:00 Session Two Willie Jennings

How do our theological and educational methods shape
outcomes? - Part 1: Looking for the right images

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Optional tour of Orthodox Academy or Gonia Monastery



Tuesday, May 21 afternoon

Afternoon Convener: Daniel Aleshire

15:00 Session Three Oliver McMahan

How do our theological and educational methods shape
outcomes? - Part 2

16:30 Break
17:00 Session Four Limuel Equina

Marilyn Naidoo
Sustainability in theological education

18:30 Break
19:30 Evening meal

Remainder of the evening free for conversation

Wednesday, May 22

7:30-9:00 Breakfast available
Morning Convener: Stephen Bevans
9:00 Morning Prayers
Led by participants in the Orthodox and Evangelical traditions
9:20 Session Five Daniel Ayuch
Luke 24—What do the disciples learn on the road to Emmaus?
10:30 Break
11:00 Session Six Davina Soh-Ng

How do we recognize and foster vocation? - Part 1: How does
ACTS College recognize and foster vocation?

13:00 Lunch

14:00 Optional tour of Orthodox Academy or Gonia Monastery



Agenda (continued)

Wednesday, May 22 afternoon

15:00

16:30

17:00

18:30
19:30

Evening

Afternoon Convener: Rufus Ositelu

Session Seven
How do we recognize and foster vocation? - Part 2: Context as a

key determinant in fostering vocation: Lessons from African
Independent churches

Break

Session Eight

Human migration and the churches’ response
Break

Evening meal

Session Nine

Panel on the Global Forum of Theological Educators
Retrospective and Prospective

Thursday, May 23

7:30-9:00 Breakfast available

9:00

9:20

10:30

11:00

13:00

Morning Convener: Katerina Pekridou

Morning Prayers

Led by participants in the Pentecostal and Historic Protestant
traditions

Session Ten

Mark 7:24-30—What did Jesus learn on the road?
Break

Session Eleven

Theological education in China and the Chinese diaspora

Lunch

Nicta Lubaale

Liberato Bautista
Gioacchino Campese

Daniel Aleshire
Manfred Kohl
Wonsuk Ma
Katerina Pekridou

Laurie Brink

Yilu Chen
Janet Clark
Deborah Gin
Ruomin Liu



Thursday, May 23 afternoon

Afternoon Convener: Wonsuk Ma

15:00 Session Twelve Milton Acosta

How do we further missional fidelity in changing, challenging
contexts?: Spontaneous, formal and highly structured

16:30 Break

17:00 Session Thirteen

Listening group report:
Daniel Ayuch, David Baer, Janet Clark, Gemma Cruz, Kirsteen
Kim, Rufus Ositelu, and Zakali Shohe

18:30 Break

19:30 Evening meal and closing activity

Remainder of the evening free

Friday, May 24

7:30-9:00 Breakfast available

Departures to Chania Airport



P

articipants

Milton Acosta

Fundaciéon Universitaria
Seminario Biblico de
Colombia

Colombia

Daniel Aleshire

The Association of
Theological Schools
(retired)

USA

Emmanuel Anim

Pentecost Theological
Seminary
Ghana

William Atkinson

London School of
Theology
UK

Daniel Ayuch

Saint John of Damascus
Institute of Theology,
The University of
Balamand

Lebanon

David Baer

United World Mission
USA

Levi Bautista

United Methodist
Church
USA / Philippines

Stephen Bevans

Catholic Theological
Union
USA

Alexei Bodrov

St. Andrew's Biblical
Theological Institute
Russia

Laurie Brink

Catholic Theological
Union
USA



Gioacchino Campese

Scalabrini International
Migration Institute,
Pontifical Urbaniana
University

Italy

Teresa Chai

Asia Pacific Theological
Seminary
Philippines

Yilu Chen

Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary
China

Yongtao Chen

Nanjing Union
Theological Seminary
China

Janet Clark

Tyndale Seminary
Canada

Gemma Cruz

Institute for Religion and
Critical Inquiry, Australian
Catholic University
Australia

Havilah Dharamraj

South Asia Institute of
Advanced Christian
Studies

India

Amélé Ekue

World Council of
Churches
Switzerland / Togo

Limuel Equina

Association for
Theological Education in
Southeast Asia
Philippines

David Esterline

Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary
USA



Partici PaNts (continued)

Rosalee Velloso Ewell

Redcliffe College
UK / Brazil

David Fabusoro

The Church of the Lord
(Prayer Fellowship)
Worldwide

UK / Nigeria

Alex Fuentes

Asia Pacific Theological
Association
Philippines

Deborah Gin

Association of
Theological Schools
USA

David Goatley

Duke Divinity School
USA

Tatiana Gorbacheva

Russian Union of
Christians of Evangelical
Faith

Russia

Andy Greenhow

Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary
USA

Carlos Ham

Evangelical Theological
Seminary, Matanzas
Cuba

Samuel James

The Church of the Lord
(Prayer Fellowship)
Worldwide

Nigeria

Willie Jennings

Yale Divinity School
USA



Han-Kyung Kim

Yoido Full Gospel
Church
South Korea

Kirsteen Kim

Fuller Theological
Seminary
USA /UK

Barbara Kohl

Overseas Council
International
Canada

Manfred Kohl

Overseas Council
International
Canada

Arngeir Langas

Danmission
Denmark

Kuewon Lee

Oral Roberts University
USA / South Korea

Scott Lim

Planet Shakers
Australia

Ruomin Liu

Missionsakademie,
Universitat Hamburg
Germany / China

Nicta Lubaale

Organization of African
Instituted Churches
Kenya

Wonsuk Ma

Oral Roberts University
USA / South Korea



Partici PaNts (continued)

Molly Marshall

Central Baptist Seminary
USA

Oludare Matilukuro
The First African Church
Mission

Nigeria

Paulo Ayres Mattos

Universidade Metodista
de Sdo Paulo
Brazil

Sandra Mazzolini

Pontifical Urbaniana
University
Italy

Oliver McMahan

Pentecostal Theological
Seminary
USA

James Moore
Trinity Evangelical

Divinity School
USA

Marilyn Naidoo

University of South
Africa
South Africa

Casey Ng

ACTS College
Singapore

vinThanh Nguy n
Catholic Theological
Union

USA /Vietnam

Rufus Ositelu

The Church of the Lord
(Prayer Fellowship)
Worldwide

Germany / Nigeria



Marvin Oxenham

European Council of
Theological Education
Italy

Grace Eunhye Pang

Oral Roberts University
USA / South Korea

Santanu Kumar Patro

Senate of Serampore
College
India

Katerina Pekridou

Conference of European
Churches
Belgium / Greece

Lester Ruiz

Association of
Theological Schools
USA

Elizabeth Salazar

Comunidad Teologica
Evangélica de Chile
Chile

Zakali Shohe

Trinity Theological
College
India

Gordon Smith

Ambrose University
Canada

ACTS College
Singapore



